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In This Issue 
• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Golf Outing 

• Fraternal Benefits Virtual 

Seminar 

• Mercy For The Starving 

• Miscellaneous items 
 

Upcoming Events 

March 

03/08 Membership Mtg - SJN 

03/11 Soup & Stations - SJN 

03/12 St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade - Downtown 
03/18 - 19  Mercy For The 

Starving 

03/26  Regional Free Throw 

Contest 

 

April 

04/04 Ladies Auxiliary 

04/05 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

04/09  Fill Easter Eggs 

04/12 Membership Mtg – SJN 
04/16  Easter Egg Hunt 

04/22-24  State Convention 

04/30 Ladies Auxiliary 

shredding event 

 

May 

05/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

05/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

05/08 Plant Sale 

05/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand; 

in-person TBD 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 
TBD 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights,  

As namesake for our west side parish, St. Patrick is a near and dear 

figure to our council and our city. Big cities around the world have 

parades to celebrate his feast day on March 17th. Like most modern 

interpretations of the celebration of saints, the emphasis has moved 

away from the person and their accomplishments. We now think of St. Patrick’s Day 

as a day for everyone to wear green and watch Irish dancers or perhaps just as an 

excuse to drink green beer. Better yet, Guinness.  

So what is the story of St. Patrick? Details can be murky. Born in Roman Britannia 

around 385, he was not even Irish. Or named Patrick. His birth name was Maewyn. 

His Irish name, Pátraic, meaning "father of the 

people" would be bestowed upon him later in life. 

Though from a Christian family, he was not strong in 

the faith as a child. At the age of sixteen, he was 

captured in an Irish raid and suffered six years in 

Ireland as a slave before escaping. He returned home 

and since faith carried him through his ordeal, he 

became a priest and bishop. In 432 while studying 

in Gaul (France), Patrick felt the call to return to 

Ireland to spread the Christian faith. Knowing the 

local language, he wandered the Emerald Isle for thirty years and successfully set up 

churches and monasteries.  

Kids are told that St. Patrick drove all the snakes from Ireland. Since there is no fossil 

record of snakes being on the island, some make the analogy that he drove pagan 

druids from the island. That is not the case either since the conversion of the island 

took centuries as some pagan legends survive to this day. Think 

leprechauns, gold at the end of the rainbow, and lucky shamrocks. 

St. Patrick integrated portions of the local culture into Christian 

teachings. The Celtic Cross has the image of the sun combined 

with the cross to increase acceptance of Christianity. Legend has 

it that the three-leafed clover was used to explain the Trinity. 

So as you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this year, think not of little 

men dressed in green or whiskey. The real message of St. Patrick 

is forgiveness. He returned to the land where he was enslaved not 

to bring revenge, but to spread the love of God. 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Why do we Fast? 

Once again we find ourselves in the early days of Lent. Unfortunately, 

our world continues to be in a difficult position. The last couple of 

years have been tough, but this year feels a little different. The 

situation with Russia in Ukraine is very concerning. We need to realize 

that what happens to one part of the Body of Christ affects the whole. 

We are all in this spiritual battle together. It is very important that we 

step up our spiritual game. So let's take a closer look at fasting to 

help us get the most out of this penitential season. 

Fasting is something that we are not very good at as Americans. We live in excess, 

and a majority of us are rarely ever actually hungry. So why do we fast? We fast 

because Jesus fasted and told us that we should fast too. Jesus gives us the pattern 

for our lives, and he re-lives his own life in each of us. He is the way, and we are 

eagerly walking that way behind his lead. Secondly, we fast as an expression of 

repentance. As Jesus pointed out in his answer to John’s disciples, fasting is a kind of 

mourning. We purposely weaken ourselves and deny ourselves pleasure as a way of 

humbling ourselves. This purpose is at the forefront of the Ash Wednesday fast. 

“Blessed are those who mourn” (Matthew 5:4), said Jesus, meaning mourning for sins. 

Fasting is a way of saying “I am sorry” to God, and it is also a way of underlining our 

sorrow by an act that shows we are serious about our contrition. Lastly, we fast to 

fight against the enemy. Fasting with prayer saps the strength of the devil and 

unleashes the grace of heaven. When Daniel was fasting and praying, his fast enabled 

the angel to gain power over the demonic “prince of the kingdom of Persia” (Daniel 

10:13). Fasting is one of our spiritual weapons to assault strongholds of darkness. 

With all the darkness in the world, let us step up our role in the spiritual fight. As we 

fast, we follow Christ, we purify ourselves and offer it up for our families and the world. 

Brothers, know I am praying for each of you to have a Holy Lent. Please pray for me. 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

40 CANS FOR 40 DAYS and EASTER CANDY 
 

Our council makes it easy for you to take part in some Lenten almsgiving with the 40 

Cans for 40 Days food drive. Please plan on shopping for extra cans of food to be 

donated at our council meeting on Tuesday. While you are at it, shop for small 

candies that can fit inside our Easter 

eggs. Bring them with your cans to 

Tuesday’s meeting. It is the season to 

help those in need and bring Easter 

joy to children. 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

     

The Ladies Auxiliary met on February 7th on a zoom call to get the year’s events rolling.  Next meeting will be in 

person March 7th at Fr. Carse Center, 7pm. 
 

News you can use: 

~ Happy Hopping at the Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday April 16, 2022 

~  Shred Day is back and will be on Saturday, April 30, 2022 

~ The 7th Annual Charity Garden Market pick-up will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2022.  The on-line store is 

expected to open mid-March.  Start your flower bed plans now.   

~  The Ladies’ will be holding a Posh Purses FUN Drive during the April 4th meeting. Purses filled with lovely 

toiletries will be donated to Lazarus House.  

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

March 17, 2022 
  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to 

order world famous chicken tenders with dip and the Ladies 

Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue to 
support local charity organizations. What is better than great 

food, great service, and helping others? Remember to tell your 

server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Celeste Marc 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

UPDATE FROM BROTHER KNIGHT JIM GEBHARDT 
 

Sir Knight Jim Gebhardt sends his appreciation for your prayers as he recovers from a mild stroke. He is feeling fine 

but has some sight loss. We look forward to his return from Florida in early April as we keep Jim and his family in 

our prayers for a full recovery. 

TIME TO SIGN UP FOR SPRING ACTIVITIES 
 

Go to www.kofc12497.com/?page_id=74 to sign up for Soup and Stations, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the Regional 

Free Throw Contest, Easter egg candy filling, and our annual Easter Egg Hunt. All of these are fun Spring activities 

that will thaw those winter hum-drums. 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
http://www.kofc12497.com/?page_id=74
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IF NOT YOU, THEN WHO? 

 

Interested in getting more involved with the Knights? There are leadership opportunities within the council and at the 

district level. We are in need of a Chancellor, Recorder, and Warden. From KofC.com, “The Chancellor assists both 

the grand and deputy grand knights in the leading of the council by engaging and strengthening the council's 

membership“, the Recorder is responsible for keeping and maintaining a true and permanent record of all actions of 

the council and maintains all correspondence of the council”, and “the Warden is responsible for supervising and 

maintaining all council property, sets up council chambers for meetings and exemplifications, and oversees inside 

and outside guards. Our District Deputy and District Warden are also looking for their future successor. If you have 

been a knight for a short time or have been around for a while, please prayerfully consider stepping up. 

 

 

DUES REMINDER 
 

It is time for Membership renewal / dues payment, for those who have not yet paid for this year. Same as last year: 

1. 1st dues notices were sent out by e-mail 

2. You can pay your dues online on our website: http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44  

3. For your convenience, you may now pay your dues up to 5 years into the future.  

Every year we struggle to get our members to stay current with their dues. In fact, we still have too many of our 

brother Knights not paying their dues in a timely manner. We still must pay Supreme the dues for your Membership 

out of our general funds, even for those who do not submit dues payments to us.  It is also a lot of work for our 

Financial Secretary to chase everyone down, so we urge you to pay promptly -- THANK YOU! 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 
"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How easy 

is that!  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/?page_id=44
http://kofc12497.com/
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FRATERNAL BENEFIT VIRTUAL SEMINAR - MARCH 10  
 

 

 
 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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MERCY FOR THE STARVING - TIME TO SIGN UP 
 

 
 
 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our new Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you  

on your birthday.  He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your  

special day rolls around this year, know that you are being prayed for.  Thank you Mark! 

 

  

You Belong Here… 
Manifest Your Treasure 

MEAL PACKING EVENT 

SIGN-UP TO PACK MEALS! 
Turn Hunger into Hope with Your Own Two Hands 

March 18 & 19, 2022 
 

  

 Meal Packing Schedule 

Friday, March 18 

Set Up  10:15am - 11:45am 

Session 1  12:45pm - 2:15pm 

Session 2  3:30pm - 5:00pm 

Session 3  6:00pm - 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 19 

Session 4  8:30am -10:00am 

Session 5  11:00am - 12:30pm 

Session 6  1:30pm - 3:00pm 

Prep for Clean Up  2:00pm - 3:00pm 

Prep for Clean Up  3:15pm - 4:30pm 

Clean Up  5:15pm - 7:00pm 

Order Event T-shirt for $10 each on the website 
Mercy for the Starving ...while supplies last!   

Mercy for the Starving 
 

Arrive 1/2 Hour prior to your Session time.  
  
 
 
 

                          Face covering  
                         required. 

Please be one of 720 people (age 5 and older) to volunteer 
to hand pack a total of 124,416 meals for  

Feed My Starving Children. The meals will be  
distributed to food partners around the world. 

 

To participate Please Visit: Mercy for the Starving  
Private Event Access Code: Mercy for the starving (case sensitive ) 

 

  http://www.mercyforthestarving.org  

E-mail: info@mercyforthestarving.org  •  630-901-3164 

SCAN TO 
Participate  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mercyforthestarving.org/
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JOIN THE GOLF COMMITTEE – WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP 
 

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN OR WOMEN WHO ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT THE PRO-LIFE MISSION OF 

CORBELLA CLINIC, OUR GOLF COMMITTEE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PLAN OUR 2022 GOLF OUTING 

 
RSVP TO:  FRED KARL,  CELL: 847-373-2922,  E-MAIL: FTKARL@SBCGLOBAL.NET  

 

GOLF OUTING: JULY 18, PLANNING IS UNDERWAY  
 

 

Over the last 22 years, St Charles Knights have donated 

$297,000 to Corbella Clinic from our yearly Chuck 

Hollenbach “Never Give Up on Life” golf outing to 

support their mission to support women and couples 

during unexpected pregnancies. 

 

Help us make 2022 another success: 

1. Save the date – July 18th and get a foursome set to play 

2. Volunteer to be part of the golf planning committee, we need all levels of volunteers 

3. Become a sponsor and advertise your business! 

 

For more information, send an email or call Jim Connor (jimcon3@comcast.net 847-417-0522) 

Remember - “You don’t have the game you played last year or last week. You only have today’s game. It may be far 

from your best, but that’s all you’ve got. Harden your heart and make the best of it.” -Walter Hagen 

 

 

BROTHER KNIGHT RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE 
 

We occasionally post articles about our brother Knights 

serving the community beyond our Council-hosted 
activities.  The Salvation Army in St. Charles recently 

posted a note of congratulations to brother Knight Jeff 

Bowgren who received The Salvation Army Tri-City 

Corps "Bellringer of the Year" award for this past 
Christmas season.  Jeff rang for 224 hours and collected 

$11,444.80 in donations to his red kettle. Jeff also 

continues to volunteer at the community center helping 

others.   
 

Thank you Jeff, for your commitment to service in our 

community! 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:FTKARL@SBCGLOBAL.NET
mailto:jimcon3@comcast.net
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CHILI COOK-OFF  
 

 

 

Thank you to our brother Knights who competed (and fed us) in the chili cook-

off at our February membership meeting.  It seemed everyone had plenty to 

eat, and we had a good variety of tasty chili.  Congratulations to Dennis 

Marquis for his winning entry, “Hunter’s Cabin 5 Pepper Mexican Venison 

Medicine” chili!  The name alone could have been enough to win, but it was 

also tasty.  More pics are in the photo album below. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

Soon we will add this information to our website for easier reference. 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 
 

Chili cook-off 

 

 
 

 
 

Our GK was prepared for the  

Pledge of Allegiance  

with a “briefcase flag” 
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Free throw contestants and winners 
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